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Chapter 10

  “Blessed Are the Children”





By Jim Arbuckle

     Emily Creigh Arbuckle Sydenstricker was a wonderful daughter, sister, cousin and aunt to the Arbuckle, McLaughlin and Lewis families.  But to most living today, she is known and remembered as Aunt Emily. 
     The daughter of Alexander W. Arbuckle II and Elizabeth Creigh Arbuckle, Emily was born August 22, 1880 in the Arbuckle house - Belle Vue Farm, north of Lewisburg, WV.  

     All of her life, Emily loved children.  She once told me that when she was six years old, she used to carry her little sister Mary Lynn around the house.  And during her young adult years, she knew that she loved children so much that she wanted to be a teacher, and she went on to teach and help nurture children for most of her adult life at both the Arbuckle/Maxwelton School House and the Greenbrier College for Women.  
     In the early 1900’s, she began what was called “The Cradle Roll” for the children of Clifton Presbyterian Church.  Her idea was to have every child that was born to parents who attended Clifton to not only be listed on the Clifton Cradle Roll, but to receive a certificate and small gift.  Later on she presented a personal certificate to those Clifton children who recited the catechism, and who later joined the church.  She kept this practice active up until a few years before her death. For many years and still today, the Cradle Roll was used as a tool to learn birth dates and other information of those children of Clifton Presbyterian Church. 
     After Emily retired from teaching, she continued to display her love for children by allowing state children to live in her home.  Donald, Dorothy, Mary Jane, and Johnny all found love and a home at different times of their life in Emily’s white frame house on Arbuckle Lane.  While Johnny was the most noted, a funny story about Donald Richmond comes to mind.
     Donald was a state boy who came to live with Emily in the late 1940’s and early 1950’s.  He had been in and out of jail for stealing, and the state thought a Godly woman like Emily and a Christian environment may help the young man.  Emily had her share of success in helping Donald turn his life around.  She, of course provided him with daily devotion and prayer, as well as church and the youth group.  But before long, Donald was back to his old ways and in jail for stealing gas and items from a neighbor’s car.  Emily took him back, but after being arrested for another offense, she told the state that she could no longer take him in again.  But she did go to the jail on one occasion to visit him. 
     Fil and Betty Arbuckle told the humorous story that they had gone to visit Emily the day after she had just returned from visiting Donald.  Emily looked at Betty and said, “I walked in that jail to see Donald, and I said Donald, bless your poor little criminal heart.”
    Betty Arbuckle always laughed and enjoyed telling that story.

     Emily never saw or heard from Donald after that, and he went on to serve a short period of time at the Medium Security Prison in Huttonsville. 
     During the 1960’s, Clifton pastor, Dean Boyer would bring various youth from the church and community to see Aunt Emily where she would talk to them about God, her life, and how reading the Bible and praying daily had shaped and bettered her life.  She told them life stories of how trusting in the Lord saw her through many life trials.  Aunt Emily always laughed and told the story of  when Pastor Boyer would visit, “We would sit and talk, where he would pray for me, and I would pray for him.”   
     In Emily’s later years, she always enjoyed the grandchildren of her brother Alex, Charlie and sister Julia.  And well into her nineties, relatives, neighbors and friends who knew her would bring their children or grandchildren to her home for talk, support and prayer.  

     Emily was indeed a lover of children.  Perhaps those who knew and loved Emily would say, “Blessed is Emily.”   But reading Emily’s diary, she in several places wrote about the dear little children of the world, and had a quote from the Beatitudes, with a quote from Matthew 5, which says “Blessed are the peace makers for they shall be called the children of God.”
     Then on the next line, she wrote, “Blessed are the children.”

    This was very fitting for a lady who spent her entire life loving children.  




Emily Creigh Arbuckle Sydenstricker 





Born: August 22, 1880





Died: May 13, 1980
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Written by Jim Arbuckle in 1986
     Come with me in Chapter 11 as I ride and I recall some very special family members during the fall of the year.  



**************************************





          Emily’s Family
Alexander W. Arbuckle II - Father



Elizabeth Creigh Arbuckle – Mother
Charles Creigh Arbuckle – Brother



Julia Arbuckle McLaughlin – Sister




Mary Lynn Arbuckle – Sister




Alexander W. Arbuckle III – Brother




Lockhart Davis Arbuckle – Brother 




Emily Arbuckle Becker – Niece 




Charles Creigh Arbuckle II – Nephew 




Elizabeth Price McLaughlin – Niece




Andrew Wayt McLaughlin – Nephew




Preston Lee McLaughlin – Nephew




Margaret Lynn McLaughlin Unger – Niece




Alexander Arbuckle McLaughlin – Nephew




Thomas Alexander Arbuckle – Nephew




Virginia Arbuckle Lewis – Niece




Lockhart Francis Arbuckle – Nephew 




Lockhart Davis Arbuckle Jr. – Nephew




Peggy Arbuckle Mayo - Niece
For pictures of Emily Sydenstricker, Pastor Dean and Maria Boyer, Julia McLaughlin, Mary Lynn Arbuckle, Alice and Alma Arbuckle, Louise Arbuckle, Tommy Sydenstricker, Clifton Church, Emily in the old sleigh, Johnson, Jane and Alex Lewis, Alex, Emily and Lock Arbuckle,  and other members of the family, click on,
  Videos, “Blessed Are the Children.” Or go to You Tube, type in Arbuckle Belle Vue and “Blessed are the Children.”  
