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Chapter 27

“Clifton – The McLaughlin’s”




By Jim Arbuckle




     My great, great, Grandfather Alexander Welch Arbuckle married Julia Bell, and one of their sons was John Davis Arbuckle.  Two of John Davis’s sons Julian and Houston Hale married McLaughlin girls, Margaret Anna, and Mary Elizabeth Lula, respectfully.  Another of Alexander’s sons, Alexander II who was my great grandfather had a daughter named Julia, who later married Lee McLaughlin.  And Lee was a brother of Anna and Lula McLaughlin, and children of Andrew Matthews McLaughlin.

     In this chapter, I am going to touch on the old home place of A.M. McLaughlin, located about 5 miles north of Lewisburg and 2 miles northeast of Belle Vue Farm
     The old McLaughlin farmhouse, or Clifton as some refer to it as, stands all alone now, as time and progress has surrounded its old brick walls.  The house and farm was named Clifton for the rock cliffs that stand in the pasture behind.  
     The old house is nestled in the fertile farm land of Greenbrier County.  The old house now hears the sounds of jets and modern buildings that are rapidly arising around its once quiet and peaceful borders.  This is why I want to capture the history and memories as the 21st century is quickly closing in on this old country home.  

     Andrew Matthews McLaughlin is who I refer to as the father of the modern day Greenbrier County McLaughlin’s.  He was born in 1844 in Pocahontas County and married Margaret Georgiana Price.  Sometime after the civil war, the town of Marlinton approached Mr. McLaughlin and asked to buy his farm which was near Marlinton, so that the town could expand.  Legion has it that the town returned the next day with double the money and A.M. McLaughlin sold. Whether this legion is true or not, McLaughlin did sell his farm and moved his family to Droop Mountain until he could purchase a new home.  
     Soon afterwards, Mr. McLaughlin purchased a farm in Maxwelton, with a large two story 19th century brick house, and it was here where he raised his family.  

     No one knows when the old home was built, but it is known that Andrew Matthews McLaughlin did not build the house.  My cousin, Elizabeth Price McLaughlin, and a granddaughter of A.M. McLaughlin once told me that she had heard the house and property referred to as the old McClung place.  Winifred McLaughlin Nipp, who was also a granddaughter of A.M. McLaughlin, and the daughter of Edgar McLaughlin was a great source of information on the old house, and the one who inspired me to do some history on the old Clifton home.  As a life member of the Greenbrier Historical Society and a former Vice President of the society, I am a firm believer in history preservation, and I hope that this chapter will help the younger generation McLaughlin’s and Arbuckle’s learn more of the old home before it meets it’s doom, to make way for a new and different 21st century era.
     But we must keep in mind that the original house was much larger and more elaborate than the old house that stands today.  Much of the original house was damaged by fire in 1918, and much of its origin was never rebuilt.  (Note: When you go to the“Video” you will see both pictures of the original house and how it looks today.  Keep in mind that the original is the larger and more elaborate.)
     As I stated, Winifred McLaughlin Nipp was very helpful and instrumental in the history on the old Clifton house.  She lived in Ashland, KY, but during visits to Greenbrier County in the 1990’s, she shared with me many stories of her childhood growing up at Clifton. The following is about the fire.
     At the time of the fire, Winifred’s mother, Lillian McLaughlin was in bed in an upstairs bedroom.  Lillian was a stroke victim, and was a young lady of 37.  Lillian would have been A.M. McLaughlin’s daughter-in-law and the wife of Edgar McLaughlin.  It was in the fall of 1918 and the men were working in the fields when little Hugh Price McLaughlin discovered that the downstairs of the house was on fire.  Only being 2 years old at the time, little Hugh instead of yelling “fire” – ran upstairs and climbed in bed with his mother Lillian.  The men later saw the fire, but by the time they reached the house, their first priority was Lillian.  

     Winifred said, and I quote, “The men picked up the mattress with Mama in it and carried it down the stairs.”
     Winifred did not know how many men came to fight the fire, but by the time it was extinguished, much of the house had been destroyed, and much of the damaged portion was never rebuilt.  
     Once when I was young I asked Winifred’s cousin, Andrew Wayt McLaughlin about the old house, and he told me that the old McLaughlin home place was gone, and did not give much credence to what is now standing.  When I told this to Winifred, she laughed and said, “Now Jim, don’t concentrate or worry too much about the original look.  What is left of the house is the house I remember.  Although condensed and less expensively decorated, this is the house that we remember and this was home.”
     So the following is a descriptive tour around the old Clifton/McLaughlin home place.

(To see the actual pictures, go to “Video” on the website.  Numbers correspond with pictures on “Photos.”)  The following are the descriptions of the pictures. 




*******************************
Photo 1, is an old smoke house located behind the old McLaughlin house.  None of the living relatives were able to give much insight on its nature or use.
Photo 2, is the inside of a cold storage building.  The thick walls provided much insulation.  (Winifred was not sure, but did believe this building was a later structure or not built at the time of the house.)

Photo 3, is an old well hand pump located beside an old aging white fence.  The house has had running water for many years, so one wonders if this old hand pump was the main source or secondary source of water for the family is earlier days.
Photo 4, is another old outside structure located in the same corner of the yard as the well.  Like the building in the rear of the house, this structure is made of stone and has two entrances. 

Photo 5, are two steps that lead down to a cellar, or lower storage area of the stone building.  Like any other old stone structure, it was probably used as an ice or smoke house. (The cellar stairs is located in the right corner of the photo)
Photo 6.  On the left side of the house, and between the east side columns is a door that leads to the kitchen.  And above this door is an attic with two windows that are boarded up.  According to Winifred, this portion of the house was added after the fire.  
Photo 7, is a look inside the old empty kitchen, and a run down old kitchen sink.  The closed door to the right was a closet or pantry.

Photo 8, is the shot of an open door that was once the bathroom.  It is very small and the sink has been removed under an old empty cabinet.  

Photo 9, is a shot of one jewel left in the old house.  It is an old 4 legged bath tub, and no doubt a rare antique.  Although the inside of the old tub is white, the outside is an ivory color.  
Photo 10, is two doors, where the open door leads to an enclosed porch on the rear of the house.  

Photo 11, is a shot of an old enclosed back porch.  It is a wooded structure that a joins the rear brick wall.  It was probably added after the fire.  To the right and under the far right window is an old crumbling stairs that leads to a small cellar under the porch.  

Photo 12, is an outside look of the old back porch.  

Photo 13, is another shot of the outside door between the two columns which leads to the kitchen.  And walking inside this door, you will be in the dinning room.  The window to the left of this outside door is the dinning room window.
Photo 14, is a picture of the small dining room and an old chair and wood stove.  Hanging from the ceiling is an old tarnished chandelier.  The opening of the old fireplace has since been covered over with brick where a wood stove was installed as a source of heat.  The casing and mantel is probably not the original, and by the looks of the original house, one would guess that there was once a far more elaborate mantel.  The dining room table is no longer in the room, but one can imagine how the McLaughlin family once sat in this room, and around the table with conversation and laughter.  

Photo 15- The window to the left of me is the front window, and the only window to the dining room.  Looking at an earlier photo of the house before the fire, one can see a much different and more elaborate porch than how the house looked after the fire.  The door behind is also somewhat less elaborate, yet it is the main door to the house.  Just inside this main door is the stairs. 
Photo 16- No one living today can of course  remember the original house or the look before the fire of 1918, but my guess, and also Winifred’s, is that the original stairway was not only different, but far more sophisticated.  The still attractive stairs is on the right as you come in the front door and next to the dining room.  One can tell that this stairway is not hand-carved, and by all sources, the original was not hand-carved either, but it has the look of early 20th century and still has a remarkable paint finish.
Photo 17, is a shot of the lower portion of the stair hand-rail, and also a glimpse of the well finished front door, where one can look out and see the brick and wooded porch columns and green grass of the front yard. 

Photo 18, is a shot of the front door from the top of the stairs.

Photo 19- Standing outside the house, the window behind the large pine tree is the living room, which is on the lower west side of the house.  
Photo 20, is a picture of the living room, located in the front of the house.  A fireplace with an old iron grate is still there, but it has been many years since it last felt a family fire.  The mantle is of low grade wood and design, telling us again that the original mantle was far more elegant.  To the right are 2 windows, with 2 additional windows.  Like the Arbuckle’s, the McLaughlin’s had large families that hosted many family and friends, so one can stand in this old vacant room and imagine the talk and the laughter that were once heard within its walls. 
Photo 21, is another shot of the old stairs, and as you make a left, you enter what was once the master bedroom.  This is one of the 3 upstairs bedrooms.  The master bedroom has 2 windows. 

Photo 22- The master bedroom is the largest of the three bedrooms.  It is completely vacant, with no furniture at all.  Looking our one of the two back windows, you can see the green fields that lead to the cliffs.
Photo 23, is a shot of the two front windows, where an old tree in the front yard can be seen.  According to Winifred, this was the room where her mother Lillian lay in bed when the original house caught fire. 

Photo 24, is the railing around the upstairs landing.  It is just plain, non stained 2x4’s that incase some modest design wood castings.  I do not mean to degrade the railings, but again, the original railing was much more elegant.  The railing was painted a sky blue color, but as you will see, much of the paint has faded as the original wood is showing.  
Photo 25, is what Winifred said was once one large single bedroom.  The room was later petitioned off after the fire, and the door and wall shown in the picture provided the petition.  The room in this picture is a little larger than the other, plus it has two windows.  The other or smaller room has a fireplace, but only one window.  Neither of these two rooms have closets.

Photo 26, is the front doorway.  This door has the customized enclosed glass that was a feature of many 19th century homes of Greenbrier County.  This door however does not have the supplicated look of the door before the fire.  

Photo 27, is an old McLaughlin photo.  I have been writing and describing the condensed house after the fire.  This valuable old photo was taken in the early 1900’s as the McLaughlin’s and Arbuckle’s pose on the front porch of the original house before the fire.   
I apologize that you will have to switch back and forth between Documents and Video to match the name with the number.  If anyone knows any of the unidentified family members, I would appreciate if you would let me know.



Go to Video to match the number with the name.

5. Elizabeth Price McLaughlin

7. Elizabeth Arbuckle Dickson

8. Julia Arbuckle Legg

9. Anna Davies Arbuckle

10. Lula McLaughlin Arbuckle
11. Houston Hale Arbuckle

12. Edgar McLaughlin

13. Lillian McLaughlin
15. Andrew Matthews McLaughlin
16. Georgeanna McLaughlin
17. Andrew Wayt McLaughlin

19A. Janet Arbuckle McCue

20. Anna McLaughlin Arbuckle

25. Julia Arbuckle McLaughlin
27. Lee McLaughlin

28. John Davis Arbuckle

29. Margaret Arbuckle

**********************

Photo 28: The current look of the old McLaughlin house.  The house looked much different after the fire. A one story wing was built on the east side, which houses the kitchen. 
    Not only has the house changed since the early 1900’s, but the entire look of the surrounding landscape as well.  

   When you look at Photo 29, you will see the original house that A.M. McLaughlin first purchased.  I think you will be astonished to see how large and different the house looked before the fire.

Photo 29: The original house before the fire.  You will see that it is much larger with an elevated porch, and the McLaughlin family and friends enjoying the porch.  Also note the much larger and elaborate front door.  Looking at the photo, you will see a two story porch with 4 front columns, plus 2 half columns attached to the brick home.  Keep in mind that this picture was before the fire. An amusing site, and please note, is the laundry hanging on the 2nd floor porch.  You will note that all the front windows have shutters, possibly green in color, but Winifred guessed black.  Most of the shutters in this picture are closed, except for an upstairs bedroom, where the window is open, and one shutter is open, and the other is either blowing in the wind, or half open.  The two lower windows are the dining room.  Note that the McLaughlin family is dressed in their Sunday best.  The stair way is inside the front door.  Behind these ladies and gentleman are two windows of the living room. 
Photo 30: This is one time that I would like to be able to turn back time and roam around this old family home, which is an ideal example of a classic farm and family.  As you will notice, the entire house and landscape look different.  There are two people sitting on the riding block at the front fence.  A man is holding a saddle horse by the front yard fence. On to the right or east of the house, there are a few head of cattle, plus three horses, two of which have riders.  Also in the background and beside the house are four buildings.  Two white smaller buildings and a white barn, and behind is the larger or main barn.  All these buildings and most of her house are gone now.  Businesses now stand where the barns once stood.  Most of the farm is now the Greenbrier Valley Airport and Industrial Park.  A once grand home and farm are now gone. All that is left to show us how the McLaughlin/Clifton farm looked in the early 1900’s is this photo.  I can just stare at this picture an imagine what it would be like if all came back to life.  The horses, cattle, and the talk and laughter of the McLaughlin family at Clifton Farm. 
Photo 31:  And last, but not least is a picture of Winifred McLaughlin Nipp in my living room.  I credit her with much of the information I have provided.  
     The following are some of the decedents of Andrew Matthews McLaughlin.  What I am about to list does not contain all of his children, but those that I recognize as immediate family.  June Price McLaughlin Strader provided me with many more family members, but due to time and space, I was not able to list.  Credit of this list goes to June Price McLaughlin. 


Andrew Matthews McLaughlin 1844-1913 married


Mary Margaret Georgianna Price. There children were:

* denotes children


+ denotes grandchildren


= denotes great grandchildren


- denotes great, great grandchildren 

*Margaret Anna McLaughlin 1874- ? married Julian Davis Arbuckle in 1902, son of John Davis and Elizabeth Van Lear Arbuckle.  There children were:

+Elizabeth Van Lear Arbuckle 1903-? Married Richard Renick Dickson in 1940.
+Mary Price Arbuckle 1904-1967.

+Janet Randolph Arbuckle 1906- 1955 married Frank Cyrus McCue II in 1928.   

=Son, Frank C McCue III 1932-2012, married Nancy Nestor 1939-

Frank and Nancy’s children are -Frank Joseph McCue 1969- and Marylyle McCue. 

=Son, Davis Arbuckle McCue 1931-2011 married Barbara Sue (1933- ) in 1956.  
Davis and Barbara Sue’s children are -Gregory Davis McCue 1957-.  -Janet Kimberly McCue 1959-

and -Krista Lynn McCue 1964-.

=Son, William Cameron McCue (Wood) 1933-2012 married Shirley Roche in 1956. 

+Margaret Davies Arbuckle 1908-1986
+Anna Laurie Arbuckle- 1910-? Married Sheldon Haynes in 1947

=Son, Edward Sheldon Haynes 1948-

+Emily Massey Arbuckle- 1914-2000.

+Julian Davis Arbuckle II- 1917-1961.  Married Betty Ann Larid 1920-1990.




********************
*Lee P. McLaughlin 1878-1939.  Married Julia Bell Arbuckle in 1901, daughter of Alexander W Arbuckle II and Elizabeth Creigh Arbuckle.  There children were:
+Elizabeth Price McLaughlin 1901-19?

+Andrew Wayte McLaughlin 1903-1987.  Married Dorothy Field in 1939, daughter of Irving and Daisy Field.  

=Son, Philip Lee McLaughlin 1941-.  Married Jane Forbes.  

Children- Philip and Jane’s children are -Elizabeth Price McLaughlin and -Philip Lee McLaughlin II. 

=Daughter- June Price McLaughlin 1944-.  Married John F. Strader in 1965.


=Alice Ann McLaughlin 1947-.  Married Donald Lee McKnight in 1968.

+Alexander Arbuckle McLaughlin 1907-1987.  Married Virginia Wood in 1937.
=Son- Alexander McLaughlin Jr. 

+Margaret Lynn McLaughlin 1910-2002.  Married Col. William H. Unger in 1939. 

=Daughter- Julia Ann Unger 1948- 

+Lee Preston McLaughlin 1910- 1970.  Married Cleatrice Smith in 1939.

=Daughter- Julia Ellen McLaughlin 1946-

=Son- Lee Preston McLaughlin Jr. 1949-




********************
*Mary Elizabeth Lulu McLaughlin 1880-?.  Married Hale Houston Arbuckle in 1905, son of John Davis and Elizabeth Van Lear Arbuckle.  There children were:

+Anna Davies Arbuckle 1906-1994.
+Julia Bell Arbuckle 1908-?.  Married Woodson Legg in 1931.  Their children were:

=Ima Jean Legg 1932-

=Elizabeth Hale Legg 1933-

=Eleanor Van Lear Legg 1939-

+Mary Mathews Arbuckle 1911-2002
+John Davies (Jack) Arbuckle 1912-1991.  Married Mattie Winlock Arbuckle.  Their children are:

=Carolyn Winlock Arbuckle 1942-

=Margaret Arbuckle Watts 1943-1995

+Millard Filmore Arbuckle 1917-2004.  Married Betty Reynolds Arbuckle.  Their children are:

=Houston Hale Arbuckle 1945-.  Married Beverly Galford Arbuckle






*******************
+Edgar Hugh McLaughlin 1882-?.  Married Lillian May McElwee in 1905.  Their children were:
=Bernard Francis McLaughlin 1906-?

=Edgar Hopkins McLaughlin 1910-?

=Winifred McLaughlin Nipp 1911-?

=Hugh Price McLaughlin 1916-?
*************************

     
Come with me in Chapter 28 as I tell you about a very special McLaughlin girl.  





************************



“Clifton – The McLaughlin’s”


Written by Jim Arbuckle in 2003


Arranged by Jim Arbuckle



Slide Show Music by Ceol Mor


Photography by Tammy Mounts & Cely Arbuckle



Special thanks to Winifred McLaughlin Nipp for information.


Pocahontas Historical Society 



Carolyn W. Arbuckle for early photos of the Clifton house.



June Price McLaughlin Strader for family tree records.



Other DOB info from Julia Ellen McLaughlin Warner.

   Be sure to check out the slide show under “Video.”
